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Dear Professor Kakudo:
January 10, 2011

First of all, please accept my warmest congratulations on your retirement. Now you have
the opportunity to discover the beauty of the world and to do whatever you wish. As | am
sure you know, it is sometimes difficult to find the right words to express a thought, but |
can confidently say that you have enjoyed a long and productive career that you can justly
be proud of and that your contributions as Chairman of the Second Department of Pathology
are greatly appreciated by everyone in the Department. We will never forget the things you
did for us. One day, | would like to be remembered that way als o.

About twenty years ago, | joined your Department. Words cannot express my gratitude, as
it was you who went beyond your responsibilities to find me mentors for Japanese lessons; it
was you who spent hours explaining pathology to me; and it was you who encouraged me to
be your PhD student and supported me through the four years graduate life. It was also
under your supervision that | had been rewarded the Research Fellow of the Japan Society
for the Promotion of Science, and the Grant-in-Aidfor Young Scientists by the Ministry of
Education, Science, Sports and Culture. Yet, even these things are just trivial. What truly
inspires us is the tremendous effort you had made for the progress of the Department and
for the career success of everyone in this community. You have certainly demonstrated
yourself as a great mentor and leader in developing the Department as a significant
component of the Wakayama Medical University. Of course, | will also never forget your role
in forging the friendship between Shandong University of China and Wakayama Medical
University of Japan. Thanks to your contribution, a bridge was built for students and young
investigators from the two universities to visit each other and to learn from each other.

I enjoyed working with you and | will miss you and your Department. Please remember
that even though you have just retired from the Department, you have not retired from the
heart of the Department community. Retirement is not the end, but a new beginning to life. |
wish you a happy retirement life, a life full of joy and happiness with your family.
Congratulations again.

Sincerely,

Liang Shan, MD, PhD
Scientific Imaging Editor
National Institutes of Health
Bethesda, MD, USA

A Message from Xiaojuan Wang

I had a wonderful experience studying as a Ph. D student at the Department of Pathology
of Wakayama Medical University in Japan from 1999-200dnder the supervision of Professor
Kakudo Kennichi. The experience has become a treasured one in my life. | am grateful for
Prof. Kakudo, Wakayama Medical University, and the kind and supportive people in my
community. The experience made Japan my second hometown.

Prof. Kakudo's selected me as a Ph. D. student after an interview during his visit to
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Shandong Medical University (now the Shandong University School of Medicine). Since | first
stepped into the laboratory of Dept. of Pathology in July, 19991 was always surrounded by a
true research atmosphere and compassionate peers whom | have been missing very much. In
my eyes, Prof. Kakudo's department is a place that nourishes scientists and inspires people to
face any difficulties in their lives. It is also a place full of a culture that makes you enjoy your
life to the fullest.

It was amazing that everybody in his department was so focused on researching and
publishing his/her data. As a supervisor, Prof. Kakudo always encouraged us to handle
everything related to our career independently, including researching, teaching students,
doing surgical pathological diagnosis, and various technical tasks related to pathology and
histology. | really appreciated that Prof. Kakudo let me revise my first English paper five
times: that was a tough but great lesson. | have truly benefited from all of his instructions
very much since then.

The unforgettable moments seem like they are from yesterday. When | first joined the
lab, Prof. Kakudo heard that | love singing and music. He went to his house immediately and
brought back a CD player for me. It was such a big comfort for a newcomer like me, who
had come to a foreign country with all the loneliness and language obstacles. To help
improve my Japanese, Prof. Kakudo invited a former school teacher, Hiroko Hata, to come to
the university and teach me regularly during the first few months. My daughter, Sherry,
came to Japan one year after me and she wanted to keep learning piano in Japan. So Prof.
Kakudo contacted the international exchange association in Wakayama and discussed our
situation. A kind volunteer named Chieko Mukai generously lent her piano to my daughter
for three years. In addition to encouraging us to work hard on research, Prof. Kakudo also
encouraged us to speak more in Japanese with Japanese and get familiar with common
Japanese and Japanese culture. He always encouraged me to sing in front of audiences,
including sing Japanese songs as a way to learn the language. T hanks to all Prof. Kakudo's
instructions and encouragement, | published eleven papers during the five years when |
studied in his department; | became familiar with many Japanese songs (including Ennka)
and even became able to sing a lot of them; my family made a lot of Japanese friends and
experienced a very good life with all my Japanese neighbors; and | enjoyed many beautiful
places in Japan, like Osaka, Sirahama, Kobe, Kyoto, Tokyo, Nagoya, Niigata, and Yokohama.
All these scientific adventures and extraordinary experiences have become my life time
treasures.

Xiaojuan Wang, MD. PhD, Department of Medicine, Duke University = Medical Center, USA

Dear Professor Kakudo

Congratulations to the retirement of Professor Kakudo!

Never have | imagined that the moment of his retirement will be coming so early and | am
even not ready to say congratulations. In my mind, Dr. Kakudo, who once was the youngest
professor in Wakayama Medical University, is always so young and full of energy. | was so
lucky and honored to be accepted as a Ph.D student and to be instructed by him in the
Department of Pathology of Wakayama Medical University in 1998,and then to work in the
department as a postdoctoral researcher in 2003 after obtaining my Ph.D degree.

Dr. Kakudo is a wonderful supervisor and tutor. He helped me understand deeply the
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significance of morphological and molecular research in the clinicopathlogical area of
neoplasms, especially in thyroid pathology. | vividly remember the scene where we sat at one
microscope face to face to review slides of thyroid cancers in Kumo Hospital. Thanks to his
instruction, | could make my stay in Wakayama the most impressive, achievable and creative
time of my scientific career. His many foresighted advices are still ringing in my ears.

He is not only a sagacious instructor in science, but also he treats his students in the same
way as an affable father would do his children. He took seriously his responsibility in
concerning his student's daily life, such as living condition, transportation and the education
of their children. | really appreciate that he helped me to rent a house before my family came
to Japan, gave us furniture, clothes, cookers and many other necessities that made our lives
easy and convenient. The happy times that we spent in Wakayama have become never-
fading memories in my mind.

I truly wish and also believe that the retirement would just open another door of life for
Dr.Kakudo. This could make him enjoy his life more and he could spend more time with his
lovely wife and children.

His student,
Weihua Tang

Dear Professor Kakudo

Yanhua Bai, MD, PhD
Department of Pathology, Peking University School of Oncology,
Beijing Cancer Hospital & Institute, China

I have been in the Department of Human Pathology, Wakayama Medical University, Japan
for four years as a Ph.D. student under the instruction of Prof. Kakudo. Before | went to
Japan, | heard that Prof. Kakudo was a strict and learned professor who had rich experience
in instructing foreign students. When | entered his department and had close contact with
him, I was really amazed by his personality of responsibility, generosity and kindness. For his
students, he was a qualified and considerate teacher rather than a demanding boss. As an
expert pathologist of thyroid tumor, he spent much time instructing us reviewing thousands
of tumor slides and tried to pass his practical experience to us. It was well known for a
researcher that the process of a research was usually not so smoothing, and it contained
bitterness, disappointment and depression. What frustrated us mostly was that sometimes we
could not find a reasonable explanation for the failure of our experiments. When knowing
this, Prof. Kakudo usually encouraged us that failure was precious experience than success
since we could consider and conclude more from failure. It was a unique experience for me to
take part in the journal club conducted by Prof. Kakudo every Wednesday morning, which
helped us to inform each other the newest development of our research field and learn show
our findings. Prof. Kakudo was respectable and he influenced us with his own behavior. | still
remember the scene that Prof. Kakudo told me that one picture in my powerpoint document
for graduation oral defense was not so typical. At that time |  did not take his words seriously.
Several minutes later, he told me that he had found a typical picture for me. He did not
explain more but taught me through his behavior that doing such a thing cost only several
minutes but resulted as earnest and persuasion. Prof. Kakudo impressed us and influenced us
through one and one seemingly ordinary things, and that comprised our beautiful memory in
Wakayama Medical University and in Japan.
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It has been a happy thing to be one of the students of Prof. Kakudo. Retirement means
another new start in one's life. We hope Prof. Kakudo a splendid and enjoyable life in his new
life.
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Dear Professor Kakudo,

Yaqiong Li, MD, PhD
Department of Human Pathology, Wakayama Medical University

It is honored but really hard for me to write down such a message to you, because no
word can express my feeling and thanks to you. | got the most valuable gift in the world
from you, and that is growth.

About five years ago, | got the chance to receive my Ph.D. training in your department. It
was really excited for me to study abroad, but at that time | was merely a child mentally and
I worried about everything everyday: my poor experiment technology, English, Japanese and
communication ability, but | did not have any idea on how to overcome these difficulties and
improve myself. The only word presented in my spirit is impossible: It is too hard and | can
not finish that work by myself. However, you always told me that at first you may know
nothing about the new field, never think it is impossible and just have a try, finally you will
know everything. During the past five years, | have never forget your encouragement and
found | have been much closer to become a real pathologist scientifically and an adult
personally than before.

Different from other supervisors, you did not only push us to do bench work, but also gave
us many chances to attend the academic conferences and take part in the social activities. |
think that may be one of the important reasons why | enjoyed my life so much in Japan. One
of the unforgettable wonderful memories for me is the 49th fall meeting of Japanese Society
of Clinical Cytology in 2010,Kobe. I never felt so impressive by your well designed
organization, creativity and the enthusiasm of all your Japanes e staffs!

As everyone said, retirement means a new beginning of one's life. | wish you can start
your new career smoothly and enjoy more personal time and space with your family. Finally,
please accept my sincere congratulations on your retirement and best wishes for your heath
and happiness.
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Dear Professor Kakudo:

Congratulation!

It is ‘papillary thyroid carcinoma’ that acts as 'bridge’ betwe en you and me!

I had a dream to become your student just at the time you did diagnosis on my own tumor
tissue slide. | am so lucky to be your last PhD student!

Time runs so fast! No words can express my thanks to you, but there are really some
words that | will never forget:

The first is'0000O0O0O0O0O00O0O0ODOOOY, which will encourage me to be optimistic
forever. In fact, you always behave in a ring-a-dingway every day, which impresses
everyone surrounding you.

The second is 'Push, push and push!’, which remind me to step u p every day.

The third is "You must jump out the textbook!', which teach me to stand high and see far.
Your new idea on classification of thyroid tumor is one of the best examples for this word.

The fourth word is 'Show me your plan!', which make it a routine for me to make a plan
for every year, month and day, and to fulfill it one by one.

The fifth is "You should grow up!, which make me independent gradually to do diagnosis,
research and autopsy.

The most impressive thing is your ‘responsibility and comprehensiveness!'. You have a
belief that you are responsible for training pathologists for b oth Japan and China. You do help
our Chinese students to improve the research and teaching syste m in China!

You also contribute a lot for the communication between Wakayama Medical University
and Shandong University. Most of your 13 Chinese PhD have already been specialist in
different field in China. In memory of your contribution to China, you will be regarded as the
generator of 'Thyroid club of China'.

Retirement is just the beginning of a completely new life! I wish you to enjoy your life
everyday!

Congratulation again!

Best regards
Zhiyan Liu, MD, PhD

Department of Pathology and Pathophysiology
Shandong University School of Medicine
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